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President’s Note
Creativity
Hi Members,
It’s hard to believe that our club photographic season is almost over. Where did
the time go? I have to admit that I’m already thinking about our next season and what we
can do to keep things interesting. I also decided that I want to travel so I’m organizing my
schedule for late 2019 and early 2020. It’s all a balancing act between work, family,
photography, travel and the club.
As I make my photographic plans, I always go back to thinking on being more
creative. With these thoughts in mind one of my friends sent me an e-mail about creativity.
Coincidence? Creativity is not about getting the newest camera, lens or filter. Technology is
not creativity. Technology, programs, plug ins can solve for issues and problems but the
thought process before you press that shutter release is also important.
When was the last time you stopped and really thought about your photographic
process? Are you that person that walks around with a big bag full of lenses, filters and
other gadgets? When was the last time you walked around with your camera and one lens?
Do you strive for perfection? Isn’t beauty also found in imperfection? A lot to think about.
You can start close to home. On a nice Sunday morning I’ll drag my husband to
the Botanical Gardens. Me and flowers have a love hate relationship but I have to keep on
trying. I’ll take one lens and my lens ball. Let’s see what I can create. During our last
competition the judge really liked that we were shooting from different angles. Even
changing your angles make spark up new creative ideas. Changing things up may make
you uncomfortable but that’s a good way to explore and learn to see differently.

Hope you all go out and get out of your comfort zone and let the creativity flow.

Raquel
P.S. See you all on Saturday April 13th!!

Spotlight Ellis Island Tour
What a great time at Ellis Island on March 23rd! Our guide took us to out of the way, what
seemed like secret places for close to three hours, just letting us set up and shoot for 20-30
minutes in each spot. It was a gorgeous sunny day, but very cold and windy, and I while I
figured the old buildings wouldn’t be heated, I didn’t anticipate most of the windows being
broken, letting those harsh winds rip through the rooms and hallways. I won’t put myself
into a deep freeze for much, but this trip was so much fun and I could see that there were
great photo ops, so I sacrificed my warm comfort for that perfect photo!
I was struck by the strong, sturdy structure of the buildings despite the disrepair and
decay—buildings that have “good bones,” as they say. Despite the peeling paint and
broken windows, the core of the buildings was solid and you got a sense, walking down the
halls, of the history in the brick and mortar. I thought of my own family, crossing the ocean
from Italy and Greece, in the hopes of finding a better life in this new world. As a
psychologist, I thought about the people who were marked on their shoulders with chalk
“X’s,” indicating that they had mental illness, or were “crazy,” “hysterical,” or
“imbeciles.” Our guide gave us valuable historical information that helped orient us to the
places we visited, and he would answer any questions we had, for example, in the psych
area, once I told him what I did for a living, we talked a bit about the history of mental health
care, testing, and treatment. But mostly, he left us alone to shoot, warning us to watch for
cracked plaster, lead paint dust, and various obstacles. Time passed so quickly, where did
400 photos go!??!
I had bought a new fisheye lens and tried it out on the Ellis Island trip, and it did what I had
hoped…made the old, weathered buildings with all their history look that much more
interesting and eerie.
I’d highly recommend this field trip, whenever it’s run again!

Barbara

Barbara Kapetanakes

Annette Collazo Comito
Without getting political it was a bitter sweet experience. The history and the
organization that this island provided for an old and continue issue and a very hot topic as
immigration. The fact that we had registries, health logs, medical help and at the same time
protecting the health of New York and New Jersey citizens to avoid outbreaks was pretty
amazing. The process at Ellis Island created registry logs that allowed for research on
immigrant’s ancestors.
Unfortunately, the buildings are deteriorating rapidly.
If you haven't had an opportunity to visit you should. You won't be disappointed.

Annette

Raquel Gonzalez
On a cold and windy day, I was on the ferry headed to Ellis Island once again. I have
been there two times before so I knew what to expect. These tours are enhanced because
you have a Save Ellis Island tour guide with you. They know we are there to photograph the
place BUT the information they are sharing can helps create a better story and enhances
shots. I know it certainly does for me.
I shoot in all type of abandoned places. It’s great if there is someone there to give you
the history of the place but for the most part you are on your own. I’ll have to go get a book
and research the internet for the back story.
The guide walked us over to the tuberculosis wing. He pointed out the double sinks
and the steel doors. If your room had a steel door t hat meant you had a mental illness and
tuberculosis. If you were here your American dream was over. You would never make it into
New York or New Jersey.

During this visit I wanted to capture more of the murals. An artist named JR did murals
based on actual photographs and they are all over the hospital. It makes the place feel a
little bit more eerie but they make you imagine all the people that went through Ellis Island.

I could have definitely used more time and I know we all agreed on that. We did have
a very good time. It was a good day. Looking forward to my next trip to the Infectious
Disease Hospital on Island number three on Ellis Island.

Thanks, Suzanne for putting this trip together.

Raquel

Theme Color Red

Winning Images

Top 5 High Scores

1. ANASTASIA
2. SUZANNE
3. GEORGE
4. BOB F.
5. RAQUEL

128.5
115.5
115
112
110.5

Honorable Mention

Image of the Month

Japanese Parasol

Apothic Red Wine

Chris Moore

Chris Moore

Black & White Winning Images

Top 5 High Scores

Image of the Month
Silk Spools

1. ANASTASIA
2. ANNETTE
3. BARBARA
4. HARVEY
5. RUDY

126
120
115
114.5
109

Honorable Mention
Chattanooga Aquarium
Anastasia Tompkins

Suzanne Carter

Altered Reality Winning Images

o
Image of the Month
Flamenco Dancers Havana
Anastasia Tompkins

Top 5 High Scores
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

ANASTASIA
BARBARA
ANNETTE
HARVEY
RUDY

Honorable Mention
Colored Pencils
Chris Moore

126
119.5
116.5
114.5
109

Digital Color B Winning Images
Top 5 High Scores

1.
2.
3.
4.

PAULA
HEC
KENRICK
PETER
5. RAMON

111
97.5
65
62.5
59

Image of the Month
Early Morning Mist
Peter Moore

Digital Color A Winning Images

Image of the Month

Sam
George Hansen

Top 5 High Scores
1. ANNETTE
2. GEORGE
3. ANDREA
4. RAY

125.5
119.0
117.5
114.5

5. BARBARA

114.5

Honorable Mention
Ballet Dancer
Chris Moore

Digital Color AA Winning Images
Image of the Month
Blue Poppy
Raquel Gonzalez

Honorable Mention
King Vulture
Anastasia Tompkins

Top 5 High Scores
1. ANASTASIA
2. BOB
3. SHARON
4. RAQUEL
5. HARVEY

126.5
120.5
119.5
115.0
114.5

You can view images at pfli.smugmug.com
Digital A- BPS Total Score 113 7th Place
24- Anastasia- Be Right Back
23- Harvey- Super Fly
22- Raquel-Hoops
22- Veronica- Still Life Tulip
22- Suzanne-Pink Presby Iris

Digital B- BPS Total Score 112 3rd Place
24- Rudy- Got My Eye on You
23- Ray – Blue Heron
23- Annette- The Point
21- Lisa- Rims
21- Paula- Lone Saguaro

Creative BPS Total Score 112 6th Place
23- Anastasia- Flamenco Dancers Havana
23- Barbara- Squiggly Leaves
22- Gloria- Wonders of Light
22- Annette- Wine Cellar
22- Raquel- Jammin
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